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Message From Mr. Silagi
Whittier Families,

Did you know that the expectations that you have for 
your child can have a significant influence on their 
learning and overall education? In fact, there is a 
growing body of research that supports having high 
expectations for children at school and at home has a 
significant impact on their learning.  At Whittier we 
spend a lot of time examining what high expectations 
look like from both a belief and action perspective.  As a 
belief, put simply,  it is that we believe all kids can learn 
at high levels.  The action side of high expectations 
involves many more components.  This involves 
providing challenging instruction, communicating 
learning goals, using supportive language, allowing for 
critical thinking, and creating a growth mindset 
classroom culture.  As principal, I am thankful to work 
with both parents and teachers that believe in their 
children and hold their children to high expectations.  As 
we move into our final trimester of the school year we 
will continue to work together to promote positive 
growth in your child.  

Sincerely, 

Chris Silagi
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Social-Emotional Learning Focus
Over the past couple of months we have focused on 
collaboration and problem-solving within a group setting.  
During March and April we will be teaching our students how 
to be leaders within a group setting.  Specifically we will 
focus on three areas:

• Listening to Others

• Recognizing Others’ Strengths

• Demonstrating a Growth Mindset 

In our school-wide programming students will participate in 
active listening activities to practice these skills.  In addition, 
they will watch their peers model the use of supportive and 
positive language to demonstrate the recognition of others’ 
strengths and they will view engaging videos on how a 
Growth Mindset is needed, especially when you face 
challenges in a group setting.  Our classroom teachers will 
also carry out lessons that correlate with our learning target 
of I can motivate and inspire my peers to be successful in a 
group setting. 



World Wide Digital Day of Learning
Whittier School joined learners around the globe for a day of digital learning. Volunteers from Whittier’s student tech team taught parents and staff about digital 
tools that could be used to enrich learning while making it fun in classrooms from kindergarten to fifth grade. Focusing on creative student apps like Doink, 
Chatterpix, Adobe Spark, and Google Drawings, students created and presented lessons to teachers that demonstrated how students could use these tools to 
enhance their understanding of what is going on in the classroom. Students also demonstrated how to enter the world of coding using the Kodable app and Spheros
which were purchased through a Dream Foundation Grant. A team of fifth grade boys developed a website for staff and presented tools to teachers to assist in using 
Google Chrome. Throughout the day students came to the LLC with Mrs. Zink to learn how to use new technology tools. Tools included Spheros, the green screen 
app Doink, and various new websites and apps showcased on the school’s online resources webpage.



Students Collaborate, Design, and Reflect With 
Marshmallow Challenge

1st Grade students take on the Marshmallow Challenge.  

1st Graders reflect after the first 
round of the marshmallow 
challenge.  They found that they 
needed to use supportive language 
and alternative strategies.  



Student STEM Expo Coming in April 

• Next up on our STEM schedule, 
coming April 26 (during Screen-Free Week) 
Whittier students and families will be 
invited to exhibit their science collections, 
hobbies and projects at our second-annual 
Whittier STEM Student Expo.

• Pick a topic that interests you 
(earthquakes, popcorn, skyscrapers, germs, 
GPS, fossils, airplanes, kinkajous, pi, etc.) 
and bring along a display or experiment 
that you can exhibit (similar to a basic 
science fair project). It doesn't have to be 
rocket science, just something that sparks 
your interest. Easy and inexpensive is 
encouraged. Feel free to collaborate with a 
buddy!

Whittier Families Participate in the PTA STEM 
Expo in February.  



Mark Your Calendars 

3/27 – 3/31 – Spring Break 

4/7 – PTA Signature Event 

4/26 – Student STEM Expo 

LAST CALL FOR LOST & FOUND
There are still many clothing and other
miscellaneous items on our Lost and
Found tables. Any unclaimed items left
remaining after March 24 will be donated.

Annual Asbestos Notification

As required by law, I am informing you that Community Unit School 
District 200 has conducted the required inspections of asbestos 
containing building materials in CUSD 200 schools.  Certified CUSD 
200 employees have conducted the inspections and developed 
management plans.  The results of the inspections indicate that safe 
conditions exist in all buildings.  


